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Preiss must be growing increasingly be- 


wildered by the recurrent controversies 

between the leaders of Moral Re-Armament 
and anyone who has the temerity to seek enlighten- 
ment as to their aims and objects. Again and again 
we see evidence that the men of MRA expect the 
world to be tolerant of their methods, while they 
evince the most unbridled intolerance towards 
everyone who wishes to examine their claims. 

The latest manifestation of this arose over the 
publication of the report on Moral Re-Armament 
(Church Information Board, 2s 6d) prepared by the 
Social and Industrial Council of the Church As- 
sembly. In the subsequent debate at Church House, 
Westminster, the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
of York both spoke frankly of the extraordinary 
pressure put upon them in an endeavour to secure 
the report's suppression. 

In the words of Dr Fisher: ‘A great pressure 
from MRA started violently against the report 
before anybody said there would be a report at all.’ 

Now, Literary Guide readers may recall that the 
same thing happened when my book, Inside 
Buchmanism, was first announced in a trade publi- 
cation. ‘A great pressure’ was started against the 
intending publishers before proofs were available 
and when the book’s contents were an unknown 
quantity to those applying the pressure. It is now 


history that the pressure increased until the 
publisher agreed to abandon the project on being 
compensated in part by a cash payment from the 
Oxford Group. 

When Messrs Watts showed public spirit in 
taking over my MS, a similar attempt to apply 
pressure was repeated as soon as their first trade 
announcement appeared. But they stood firm, and 
Inside Buchmanism was published a few months 
back under their imprint. 

There is abundant evidence that the men of 
MRA have always resented outside comment on 
their activities. Nothing could be more fair-minded 
than the report just debated in the Church Assembly, 
yet the battle to secure s total suppression was 
waged with fierce intensity, and backed by consider- 
able financial outlay. 

Hear Dr Cyril Garbett, Archbishop of York, on 
this: ‘Rarely have | known such a concerted 
pressure as that which has come’from the MRA 
Movement during the last few days, trying to 
influence me in what I was about to say.’ 

As is now known, the men of MRA failed to 
suppress the report, just as they failed to suppress 
Inside Buchmanism, and just as they failed also to 
secure the suppression of an entire chapter on 
Moral Re-Armament in Christian Deviations (SCM 
Press, 7s 6d), by Horton Davies. 

Why should there be this resentment towards 
well-intentioned seekers after truth? Must the 
public assume that those who control MRA wish 
to be taken at their own valuation? During the 
debate at Church House, the Bishop of Colchester 
suggested that the only people required by Moral 
Re-Armament to investigate the Movement were 
those whose reactions to it would be favourable. 
He inferred that they had added a fifth absolute 


. 


to their well-known four— absolute approval and 
praise ’. 

When, at the outset of their inquiry, the Social 
and Industrial Council made a friendly approach to 
officials of MRA, the Movement’s leaders tried to 
dictate terms on which the Council's investigation 
should be conducted. According to Sir Wilfrid 
Garrett, KBE, Chairman of the Council: 

The only approach that could be accepted by the 
representatives of Moral Re-Armament was an official 
meeting at their headquarters, presided over by a QC 
well known for his work in connection with industrial 
disputes, and with a verbatim report of the proceedings 
made by a shorthand-writer of the Supreme Court. To 
us this did not seem quite the best kind of meeting for 
brothers in Christ who wished to talk over difficulties, 
and to get information, and in consequence no meeting 
took place. In the face of this we had to rely on our 
own resources and make our own investigations. 

Few will deny that the Council was right in declining 
to submit to such dictatorship. 

When an organization assumes international 
proportions and appeals for vast sums to finanec 
its Caux Assemblies; to educate and indoctrinate 
the sons and daughters of Buchmanites and their 
supporters; or to make a propaganda film, the 
public surely has a right to ask what qualifications 
its full-time workers possess for their self-appointed 
task of * re-making the world *? 

But that, presumably, is just what the men of 
MRA wish to keep to themselves. Why, otherwise, 
should they act as they do and go to such extrava- 
gant lengths to try and stifle comment and to 
shroud their affairs in obscurity? 

Their reticence over their purchase of the 
Westminster Theatre may serve as just one example. 
They collected £132,500 in 1946 to acquire this 
theatre ‘to bring before the nation the spirit that 
can meet the tasks of peace’. It was to be made 
available for showing MRA plays. In the event it 
has been leased for ordinary theatrical enterprises 


for the most part; but its earnings for the past nine . 


years are not easily ascertained. The project is 
administered by the Westminster Memorial Trust, 
which was formed for the ‘ Advancement of the 
Christian Religion and for no other purpose’. It 
does not issue any regular report which is available 
for public inspection. More than a thousand 
people from every section of British life contributed 
to the funds for the purchase of the theatre. Surely 
they have a right to know what has resulted from 
their generosity ? 

But the Social and Industrial Council’s report 
does not attempt to unravel the intricate financial 


and administrative structure of MRA, an under- 
standable omission in view of the fact that the 
Council found MRA leaders unwilling to confer 
except on terms which would have made free 
discussion impossible. Instead, the report is con- 
fined chiefly to an examination of theological aspects 
of Buchmanism. 

Even this presented difficulties, because MRA 
has no official creed or statement of doctrine. At 
times, the investigators confess, they were * haunted 
by a picture of the Movement with its hectic hearti- 
ness, its mass gaiety and its reiterated slogans, as a 
colossal drive of escapism from the full force of the 
difficulty in detail of responsible living in the 
world.’ 

While conceding that adherents of MRA are men 

of goodwill, sincere and of good motive, the 
investigators insist that the Movement is * psycho- 
logically dangerous, and gravely defective in. its 
social thinking ’. 
’ This finding seems significant when one recalls 
that when Dr Buchman was barred from the 
campus at Princeton University thirty years ago, 
one of the reasons given was that his methods were 
‘dangerous from medical and psychological view- 
points *.! 

But by far the most important point made by 
the Council in its report concerns the Movement’s 
drift away from Christianity towards a general 
theism. Other commentators, including myself, have 
remarked on this; and some have noted that 
followers of MRA now include Buddhists, Hindus, 
Moslems and others. 

One cannot help considering [runs the Council's 
report] whether, if MRA found that it could interest 
and include in its practical programme large numbers 
of men of goodwill with no religious affiliations at all, 
the religious element in it might not become, for practical 
purposes, so minimal as almost to disappear altogether. 
This, I feel, opens up a great field for speculation. 

In 1934, when Buchman was operating solely as 
the Oxford Group, he defined it as follows: 
‘The Oxford Group is a Christian revolution whose 
concern is vital Christianity. Its aim is a new 
social order under the dictatorship of the spirit of 
God, making for better human relationships, for 
unselfish co-operation, for cleaner business, for 
cleaner politics, for the elimination of political, 
industrial and racial antagonisms. World-changing 
will come through life-changing.’ 

Now that is as clear-cut a statement of policy as 


| Dra Room Conversion by Dr Allan W. Eister (Duke University 
Press, USA, 1950). 
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anyone could desire; but four years later Buchman 
switched over to * Moral Re-Armament’ which has 
been his main obsession ever since. Millions of 
words have been spilled about Moral Re-Armament, 
but there has never been any clear-cut statement 
comparable to that of 1934. 

Instead the public has been befoggéd with 
childish slogans and meaningless jargon about 
‘over-arching ideology’, ‘the uniting ideology of 
inspired democracy’, * the full dimension of change °. 
The ‘Advancement of the Christian religion’ 
seems to recede further into the background with 
every passing year. 

If this trend continues, what then? Will men of 
goodwill always remain at the helm? What is to 
stop Communists or anyone else from professing 
‘change’ and thus infiltrating the ranks of MRA 
in ever-increasing numbers ? 

When | was investigating MRA for John Bull | 
put this query to three MRA spokesmen. One 
stroked his chin and said: ‘Ah! That's a good 
question ", and let it go at that. A second said: 
* We should soon get to know. It would come to 
us in guidance’. The third put his reply into 
writing. After claiming that MRA never had been 
infiltrated, he wrote: * I think one reason is because 
we have an active ideology, which means that 
people have to live out the four standards of 
absolute honesty, purity, unselfishness and love. 
This is difficult to fake.’ - 

Difficult, perhaps, but surely not impossible? 
MRA has no registered membership, remember. 
Anyone may set up a Group and gather his own 
chosen adherents round him, and all can profess 
to have been ‘ changed’. Who is to challenge their 
sincerity or to say that they are professing * change ' 
merely for their own ends? 

Any underground political party, given funds, 
could plant such spurious cells strategically and use 
them as pressure groups to achieve political ends 
or to gain advantages in commercial fields. The 
possibilities are limitless, and a little frightening. 

That is why I am in agreement with those who 
feel that the very obscurity of MRA’s aims provides 
a potential menace. Its nebulous nature leaves it 
wide open to exploitation. More than one critic 
has urged the leaders to be more explicit: to 
devise a system of registered membership; to issue 
regular reports and detailed balance-sheets and, 
above all, to give the public a clear definition of the 
Movement's aims and objects. By such steps Dr 
Buchman and his inner ring of satellites could 
silence their critics for ever. 


Reason 


and Rationalism 


E are passing through an age of profound 

social disorganization, political instability, 

economic decay, cultural degeneration, 
mental confusion and moral conflict. A parochial 
outlook dominates a global science; technological 
achievement is coupled with the crudest of motives. 
Our culture is lagging far behind our civilization; 
our knowledge has outgrown our wisdom, Old 
values have lost their hold on our lives, while sew 
ones have not yet replaced them. Bad men, like 
bad money, have driven good men out of circulation. 
Man has lost confidence in man. What is worse, 
he has lost confidence in himself and stands totally 
baffled, helpless, hopeless and desperate. 

What to do? There is no magic solution for the 
problems raised. But one thing seems essential: 
man must not lose faith in himself. He must retain 
confidence in the capacity of his reason to solve 
his problems. He must remember that his present 
unbalance and despair, paralysis of thought and 
action, are nothing but the symptoms of an age of 
fundamental all-round crises, the birth-pangs of a 
new dawn and a new horizon in life. These are the 
features of an era in transition, And it is always 
due to his rational efforts that man has overcome 
such crises in history. Hence it is rationalism alone 
that can serve as the midwife to bring in the new 
age today. Otherwise, demagogues would flatter 
King Demos and lead him into a new dark age, 
perhaps worse than any other in the knowledge is 
possible. 

But reason seems to have gone out of fashion, 
Rationalism is at its lowest ebb, and is in danger 
of yielding place to mysticism and intuitionism. 
Many psychologists are trying to undermine faith 
in the rationality of man by over-emphasizing the 
role of non-rational elements in human nature. 
They slander democracy as mere mobocracy which 
represents the degenerated rule of lower instincts 
and passions. According to them, man is the 
irrational animal whose prophet is the modern 
demagogue. In fact, modern psychological re- 
searches have been utilized by politicians and 
demagogues for perfecting the art of propaganda 


in order to beguile the masses and to rouse their 
passions for unworthy ends. 

These are, however, distortions of the nature of 
reason and the meaning of rationalism. Reason is 
not something supplied to man from outside. Like 
his instincts, reason is inherent in his nature. It is 
that tendency and capacity in man by virtue of 
which he reduces his impulses and purposes to 
consistency with one another and with those of his 
fellow men. We may call it an instinct among 
instincts, but an instinct towards harmony. Without 
it we could not live together, and our impulses 
would be blind and ill-directed. 

Reason, which is the pilot of our lives, fulfils a 
fourfold harmonizing function in human life. 
Firstly, it tends to create harmony among several 
conflicting impulses. Secondly, it tends to establish 
harmony among several competing ends. Thirdly, 
it tends to bring the alternative means into harmony 
with chosen ends. And fourthly, it tends to 
harmonize impulses with ends and means. Reason 
alone does and can do all these. 

Intuition, of which the protagonist of religion 
speaks and which he considers to be supra-rational, 
is nothing but a kind of self-hypnotism and external- 
ization of the cherished contents already present in 
the subconscious mind. The illusion of revelation 
cannot be an illumination leading to knowledge. 
Apart from reason no knowledge is possible. 

The assertion that man is a rational animal does 
not imply either that the non-rational faculties in 
man do not play any part, or that man cannot and 
does not do anything irrational. The passions of 
man do often blunt the edge of his reason, leading 
to irrational conclusions and conduct. Also, if 
impulse without reason is blind, reason without 
impulse is impotent: both have to be judiciously 
combined, Again, complete rationality is perhaps 
an unattainable ideal. Rationalism does not deny 
all this. It accepts the implications of the animal 
ancestry of man. When we assert that man is 
rational we imply that man is endowed with the 
extra and superior faculty of reason which dis- 
tinguishes him from animals, that he tends to 
control and guide his life by reason, that he is 
capable of rationally understanding himself and his 
environment and of acting according to his rational 
understanding. 

Thus, it is reason that can bring about systemati- 
zation and integration in both knowledge and 
conduct, It is reason alone that can create conditions 
of harmonious development for both the individual 
and society. Consequently, the remedy for the ills 
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from which our world is suffering does not lie 
either in revolutionary violence or in a relapse into 
religious mysticism; it lies in the widespread use 
of reason in every sphere of human life. 

Obviously, rationalism is a particular method of 
approach to the problems of life, not their specific 
solution; it is an attitude of mind, not a creed. 
The world rationalist movement rightly defines it as 
‘the mental attitude which unreservedly accepts 
the supremacy of reason and aims at establishing a 
system of philosophy and ethics verifiable by 
experience and independent of all arbitrary assump- 
tions or authority.’ 

It is this attitude which is the pre-condition to the 
solution of the profound crises of our age. And it 
is to the task of inducing every single Indian to 
adopt this attitude that the Indian Rationalist 
Movement is devoted. 


With acknowledgments to ‘ The Indian Rationalist.” 


Morals Without 
Miracles 


HECTOR HAWTON 

OUTH Place Ethical Society holds a special 
S"= in the esteem of rationalists. In the 

past its platform has been occupied by such 
men as J. M. Robertson, Joseph McCabe, and 
Lord Snell. Today, Archibald Robertson, a 
Director of the RPA, is one of the three appointed 
lecturers, and also on the panel of occasional 
speakers are four other Directors, Prof A. E. Heath, 
Lord Chorley, A. D. Howell Smith, and H. J. 
Blackham. The affinity between the two organiza- 
tions is obvious enough at the present time, but it 
was not always so. Mr S. K. Ratcliffe has written 
a history of the Society (The Story of South Place, 
Watts, 5s) which describes its strange beginning in 
1793, when a group of rebels against the Calvinist 
system was formed in London by an emigrant 
preacher from Philadelphia. It was then a non- 
conformist sect holding the dangerous doctrine that 
ultimately all mankind would be saved. The 
consequences of abandoning the fear of hell-fire 
were quickly apparent. It was not long before 
what remained of the orthodox pattern was broken 
down, and when the congregation moved from 
Bishopsgate to South Place, Finsbury, the brilliant 
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leadership of W. J. Fox carried his followers into 
the still more heretical fold of Unitarianism. 

For thirty-five years, Fox made South Place the 
centre of liberal religious thought. It attracted 
some of the leading intellectuals of the period, 
notably John Stuart Mill. But the restless inde- 
pendence of the Philadelphians—as they were 
sometimes spoken of with bated breath—could not 
be content with a halfway house. Under Moncure 
Conway, another American and a disciple of 
Emerson, the evolution was carried a stage further. 
Conway succeeded Fox at a time of intellectual 
ferment. The evolution controversy was still raging 
and Higher Criticism was beginning to shake men’s 
belief in the literal truth of the Bible. New demo- 
cratic ideas were taking effect as a result of popular 
education and the second Reform Act. Trade 
Unions were overcoming their disabilities and the 
foundations were being laid of the modern world 
as we know it. 

Conway found it impossible to continue with 
prayers. He turned away from sermons of a recog- 
nizable type to what should be more properly 
described as addresses. All vestiges of a religious 


creed evaporated so that it became possible for 
Stanton Coit—yet another American—to suggest 
that the South Place Religious Society should be 
renamed as an Ethical Society. 


Coit, however, 
had other ideas which did not suit the members. 
He was too masterful a personality to submit to 
the dictates of a Committee, and he left to become 
leader of the West London Ethical Society and 
finally founder-minister of the Ethical Church, 
Bayswater. 

Today, all that remains of a conventional religious 
service are the hymns. Their wording, however, 
makes no concession to former beliefs. What has 
happened is of extraordinary interest to the student 
of social movements. In the course of 160 years, a 
break-away non-conformist sect has been trans- 
formed into an institution in which rationalists can 
freely participate. The existence of South Place is 
the answer to the agitated clerics who declared that 
if Margaret Knight had her way the basis of morality 
would be undermined. South Place is a clear 
demonstration that it is possible for people to lead 
decent lives without supernatural aids. In other 
words, you can have morals without miracles. 

Every rationalist should read this absorbing story 
in which the intellectual storms and upheavals of a 
whole age are seen in microcosm. No one could be 
better qualified than S. K. Ratcliffe, himself a 
veteran South Place lecturer, to write this history. 


Heathiana 


E of the Western World are heirs to a Christian 

tradition; but we are growing out of it because it 
cannot stand up to the test of truth. It has therefore 
become alarmingly irrelevant to our present human 
* predicament’. We must clearly build afresh on the 
secure basis of intellectual integrity. Pertinent moral 
action needs complete honesty of thought and purpose, 


In this regard our moralist leaders are not very 
helpful. The Bishop of Southwell still insists on the 
value of the story of Adam and Eve in the Garden, 
It states, he says, a fundamental truth about Man in 
his relationship to God in dramatic form or, as theo- 
logians now say, a myth. ‘Its truth is completely 
independent of any particular biological theory or any 
discoveries of anthropologists °. 

I presume that the ‘truth’ of the Virgin Birth of 
Jesus (and many other gods) is also beyond the reach 
of scientific criticism, whatever their improbabilities. 
This kind of thing won't do. Mystical Creeds breed 
Credulity—nor a comely virtue in grown men. 


Living as we do in a time of tremendous possibilities 
for good and for evil, we need clear-sighted courage as 
never before. 

Yet we are offered either evasive half-truths or the 
puerilities of Billy Graham's personal salvation through 
Bible-reading. Just now we are being presented with 
the option of another American Gospeller Dr Peale, 
whose tremendously publicized * message’ is that 
Christianity is ‘a mechanism for the transmission of 
power from Jesus Christ to the individual’, Dr Soper 
has been stung to describing this technique of Positive 
Thinking as ‘escapist drivel’. 


The serious defects in such movements for personal 
salvation are well brought out in a report by one of the 
Church Assembly's committees on Moral Rearmament. 
The movement is stigmatized as psychologically danger- 
ous and socially unsound. The core of this criticism 
is that Buchmanites place emphasis on love and un- 
selfishness as personal qualities without any correspond- 
ing stress on justice as a social quality. 

7 . 

Your Uplifter is not merely inept, He is also a nuisance. 
He ignores the fact that personal virtues are only virtuous 
when they are made available by social planning—the 
aim of which is simply to bring actual social practice into 
line with our professed moral aims. That is why 
irrationalist moralizers can hardly understand what a 
good life based on responsible reflection might become. 
They thrive on failures of nerve. 


Men, not misled by bogies, would estimate the changes 
and chances of iife, and meet both expected and 
unexpected with equal fortitude. They would not be 
stampeded into superstition by fear. That is how Santa- 
yana put it. * Paith in the supernatural is a desperate 
wager made by man at the lowest ebb of his fortunes ’. 


Vv 
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Notes and News 


f regret to announce the death of Mr F. C. Cattell, 

a former Director of the RPA, anda grandson of 
Charles Watts and Charles Cattell, Readers of the 
Guide will remember his occasional contributions to 
these columns, whicli were notable for their clear and 
persuasive presentation of the case for rationalism. 
In so far as his health permitted, he worked indefatigably 
to further the interests of the RPA, and his wise counsel 
was valued by all his colleagues. He became a Director 
in 1939, but was compelled to resign in 1951, owing to 
ill health. He died on February 27, and the funeral at 
the South London Crematorium on March 2 was 
conducted by Mr C. Bradlaugh Bonner. 


The task of organizing this year’s RPA Conference 
at Oxford is once more in the capable hands of Mr 
Donald Ford, who is rapidly making a reputation for 
himself as a novelist. His first novel, There is Still a 
River, immediately caught the attention of the critics, 
because of its powerful evocation of the Welsh scene. 
In his new book, Wise Man Make Answer (Constable, 
12s 6d), he returns again to the Welsh valley of the Sarn. 
With remarkable imaginative insight, he depicts the 
harsh conditions of life in a typical mining village. The 
story is tragic, but it moves with the inevitability which 
redeems what might otherwise seem. to be pitiful waste 
and frustration. The characters are completely con- 
vincing and they are viewed in the light of the author's 
compassionate and understanding humanism. Mr Ford 
provides an answer to the fashionable belief that nowa- 
days only Catholics can write good novels. 


‘The world is desperately in need of rationalists at 
this moment when it is being torn to pieces by rival 
fanaticisms ', writes Bertrand Russell in his message of 
greeting to the Fourth Convention of Indian Rationalists 
held at Meerut. Messages were received from the RPA 
and rationalist and secularist organizations all over the 
world. It was a highly successful gathering throughout 
in which it was emphasized that rationalism alone could 
free man from superstition by bringing him into the 
light of scientific knowledge. Let us hope that this is 
the beginning of a new Age of Enlightenment in Asia. 


Bertrand Russell and Dr Ernest Jones have brilliantly 
expressed the rationalist point of view in the series of 
articles in the Observer dealing with the aftermath of the 
Margaret Knight controversy under the title * Morals 
and Religion’, The Bishop of Bristol should also be 
given credit for a fair and moderate statement of the 
orthodox view. He maintained that it would be far 
better to give no religious teaching to children than to 
leave it to those unable to give it with conviction, The 
implications of this statement must startle his co- 
religionists. If it were acted upon it would play havoc 
with compulsory religious teaching in schools. 


Some readers have complained that recent articles in 
the Guide have been too obscure. It is certainly not our 
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policy to add to the inherent difficulty of understanding 
the new and unfamiliar lines of thought with which 
everyone who wishes to keep abreast with modern 
developments must grapple. We shall make every 
possible effort to present these trends as simply and 
clearly as the subject matter permits. Next month's 
Guide will contain several changes designed to broaden 
its appeal and yet give stronger emphasis to its distinctive 
message. Self-criticism is not the monopoly of Commu- 
nists. It is of the essence of applied rationalism to learn 
from experience and experimentation. There is good 
reason to believe that the New Look given to Literary 
Guide has already disarmed our more contemptuous 
opponents and dissolved a great deal of prejudice. But 
the better is the enemy of the good. 


Correspondence 


The Obscure ‘ Guide’ 

Sir,—-I, too, often find the phraseology of some 
contributors to the new Guide somewhat obscure—and, 
| suspect, more often than not unnecessarily so. In 
such cases either the writer had nothing to say worth 
printer’s ink, or he (or she) lacked the requisite skill to 
express it clearly. 

Take this priceless little gem from a recent issue for 
example. I assure you it loses nothing by being culled 
from its context, since ninety per cent of the latter is 
equally recondite *: 

Suzanne Langer’s concept was that of * virtuality ’. 
The discursive (according to her), anything which 
appears to relate to knowledge or argument or 
objective and public experience, does not appear 
in the poem in its own flat right, it is always an * as 
if’, it is poetically available and valid in so far as 
the poet can make it part of his general * illusion * 
or * semblance 

Delightful, isn't it? Now pick at random any passage 
of similar length out of Russell or Shaw—-or Gerald 
Bullett or Hector Hawton for that matter—and see how 
quickly you come back to earth. 

May we at least pray that Joseph Reeves intends to 
honour his promise to * spare no pains to avoid obscurity 
and . . . use language in a way that all can understand .” 

Epsom D. H. H. MARTIN 


Policy of ‘Literary Guide’ 


Sir,-—It has been suggested, both in these columns and 
in The Freethinker, that Literary Guide contains very 


little rationalist matter. I agree. The magazine of the 
RPA should provide interesting reading for members 
and attractive bait for potential members. Instead it 
includes two articles in ten of a rationalist nature. 
One article a month on music is hardly an overdose, 
but the keen music-lover can get more satisfaction from 
music magazines and reviews in the better Sunday 
papers, The amount of matter on poetry is very much 
an overdose. 

So far as I can see, the present policy is only useful 
as defensive propaganda designed to invalidate the 
Christian jibe that rationalism can offer nothing but 


obsolete Bible criticism and is devoid of emotional and 
artistic appreciation. But Literary Guide is not prepared 
for a handful of religionists who might see it, but to 
cater for the regular readers and a large public of 
potential readers, all with rationalist interests. 

The argument that a rationalist should have a wide 
and free outlook on life does mean that he should have 
some artistic appreciation, true. But this is of secondary 
importance to his concern with science and philosophy 
and also to the practical application of his principles, in 
secularism. And the new-comer to rationalism still 
requires education—-he has been taught much the same 
religious rubbish at school as his father was, and has 
little better appreciation of the myth theory of Jesus, 


the mythical and evolutionary nature of religious belief 


and ritual, and of philosophy. The philosophical 
criticisms of religion (notions of Evil, Creation) are 
often considered old-fashioned but are none the less 
true, and philosophy in general is not part of school 
education. I agree that propaganda should be positive 
and put forward rationalist and secularist beliefs rather 
than concentrate on opposing Christian ideas, which are 
no longer accepted by the general public. I think this 
matter is worthy of discussion now. E.G.H. Crouch 
AERE, Harwell 


J. M. Robertson 


Six,—May I be allowed to endorse every word of 


Mr Jack Benjamin's 
J. M. Robertson. 
For at least two reasons we Ought to honour the 
memory of this great man: (1) Because of the fascination 
of his wonderful * Myth Theory *, which has maintained 
a lifelong hold of the attention of many. This was 
published by him to the detriment, if not complete 
destruction, of his chances, in view of the possession 
of an exceptionally keen intellect, of distinction as a 
lawyer, politician, or even clergyman. The result was 
a hard and strenuous life, with few material comforts! 
(2) Because he did a great deal of other good work for 
rationalism. G. TODHUNTER 
Kensworth, Beds 


impressive eulogium on Mr 


Rationalism and Humanism 


Sirn,—Your own admirable article in the same 
(February) issue of the Rationalist Review surely provides 
much of the answer to Mr Nixon’s criticism of my plea 
for a single ‘Humanist’ Association or Fellowship. 
| would add just three comments: 

(1) I assure Mr Nixon that [ have not the slightest 
desire to sing hymns to * Duty ’, ‘ Goodness ’, ‘Humanity’, 
or any other alluring abstractions (among which I 
include * Reason 

(2) | am an old student of Ogden and Richards, and 
I have read my Crawshay-Williams. Of course all our 
labels need very careful definition and must be tied 
sooner or later—and sooner, for preference—to verifiable 
contexts. I suggest that it would not be insuperably 
difficult to agree on a good definition of * Humanism- 
which would satisfy the bulk of ‘ rationalists’ and 
*Humanists’. Those who disagreed (a small minority, 
I think) would be free to continue singing hymns and 
co-operating with the Churches! 

The point I was trying to make was that, in its appeal 


to common men, Humanism * puts first things first’ in 
the crucial sense that its morality is grounded in humanity 
and the need to further human well-being; whereas 
Christianity, for example, subordinates man to the 
supposed Will of God—with its practical concomitants 
of a superstitious ethic, priestly power and the domi- 
nation of every phase of life by ecclesiastical interests. 
It seems to me that this point would be readily understood 
by the common man if he had a chance to hear the case 
fairly put. 

(3) Finally, as for the need for unity: we have had 
in the last month an excellent example of the difficulties 
in which our present division of strength involves us. 
We have seen Margaret Knight assailed on every side 
in the Press with all the happy abandon and venom of 
bullies who know they have nothing to fear and no one 
to answer to. And in that, at least, alas, how right the 
blighters are! This has happened, and it will continue 
to happen, while the forces of Humanism remain 
scattered, divided and powerless. Davin Evans 

Tunbridge Wells 


Agrapha of Jesus 
Sir,—Mr C. G, L. Du Cann’s article on the Agrapha 
of Jesus contained the following passages: 
Both in the ‘Acts of Philip’ and in the * Martyrdom 
of Peter ' is recorded: * The Lord said in a mystery: 


If ye make not the left hand as the right and the 
right as the left, and the things that are above as 
those that are below, and the things that are before, 
as those that are behind, ye shall not know the 
Kingdom of God.’ 

This is a * dark saying’ indeed; and for my part 


I find it impossible to understand its meaning, but 
as rhetoric it sounds impressive. 

Might I hazard a guess that it could read as follows: 
If you do not treat the downtrodden the same as those 
whom fortune favours, treat the master ag you would 
the servant, old acquaintances the same as new-found 
friends, you will never know the kingdom of God. 

London, W14 Moyse 


Sir Arthur Keith 


Sir,—I note with regret that Sir Arthur Keith has 
passed away. Despite our severe differences over war 
as Nature's * pruning hook *, which were published in 
the Guide prior to the late War and also in American 
Freethought journals, | found him to be a very gentle 
person, in contradistinction to some of his evolutionary 
theories. His passing is a great loss in many respects, 
especially to the RPA, with which he was so actively 
associated. 

He wrote to me as recently as Christmas saying he 
was sending me a copy of the 1955 Rationalist Annual 
and asking for my humble opinion of his contribution, 
* Darwin's Place Among Philosophers *. 

In our correspondence from the time of our exchange 
of opinion I found him to be a most humane individual. 
His forthcoming book, Darwin Revalued, is, alas, his 
final one. 

Permit me to tender my condolences to the RPA. 
His passing marks the irreplaceable loss of a notable 
Freethinker. Jack BENJAMIN 

New York 
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F.C.C, WATTS MEMORIAL FUND 


Donations received to February 28, 1955 


£250—Anon. £10 10s—Mrs M. B. Watts. £10—R. Gorham, Mrs 
E. A. Lamont. £5 5s-J. R. Armstrong, F. B. Bolton, R. G. Morton. 
£5-—Mrs F. Dixon, Mrs G. M. Dixon, W. H. Leeming, R. H. Potts. 

F. Webb. £3 4s—J. Cc deGraft- 3s—Lt-Col 
“Martyn Brown. £3-— A.H.C.". £2 Ss—S. Grantham. £2 2s— 

D. Corrick, W. Crossley, D. E. Davey, Dr M. G. Eggleton, 
bord Boyd Orr, A. L. McKee, L. Spencer, Dr R. Sutherland. £2—B. R 
Chapkhanavala, H. 8. Hotblack, Miss A. Hewson, E. W. Lambert, 
Cmdr G. B. Paimes, J. H. Powell. £1 15s—J. C. Aue. £1 2s 6d— 
W. M. G. Wilson 


£1 Is A.B.’, H. L. Beales, Major G. P. A. Bracken, F. C. Brown, 
Mrs E. G. Croll, Hon Mrs Grant Duff, E. J. Fairhall, Mrs H. Gamble, 
Miss A. Gilmour, J. 8S. L. Gilmour, H. M. Gimson, F. Hall, H. 5 
Hanscomb, Mrs F. M. Hawkins, B. Hoey, A. J. Hunter, Major F. J 
Jebens, L. W. Jenkins, A. R. Lewis, C. Martin, Mrs K. M. Pearson, F.G. 
Richards, J. Roberts, N. W. Rostron, R. A. Stonhold, D. H. 
Strathern, H. Tompkins, M. Walsh, A. F. Watson, Miss E. E. 
C. D. Weston, Mrs E. R. Wood. 


-Anon, W. J. Beaumont. FE. E. Black, W. Brotherton, R. Dalal, 
g. Dentele Mrs E. W. de Jong. Miss G. Farnell, J. K. Greig, F. L. 
ser, 8. B. Hamilton, D. Harper, F. E. Margetson, H. C. Myers, 
R. R. Shukla,‘ A.L.T.”, Mrs G 
W. G. L; Yeats. 16s—-A. E. Grimer. 15s 6d—E. N. Simons. 15s—J. R. 
Carr, A. D. Cohen. 145-0. J. Mitchell. 13s 6d-——W. T. L. Morgan. 
10s 6d-—J. C. Babcock, G. A. Crosland, Dr 8. Crown, D. R. C. Davies, 
D. R. Evans, 8S. Exley, A. J. Field, F. R. Freeman, B. Green, J. S 
Harrison, H. Kempster, E. G. Linfield, Miss M. L. Lockett, D. W 
Low, J. A. McKechnie, A. McMillan, |. M. Moonie, Miss D. Peters, 
J R. H. J, Trueman, C, L. Tucker, Dr R. E. Vaughan 


-V P. Allen, J. W. Anderson, H. J. A. Batzer, 
P G. 1. Bennett, W. M. Bocquet, W. Briscoe, Miss E. 
Clark, W. H. Chenhall, "D Davies, iss M. L. Delbende, C. A, 
Edginton, A. G. Edwards, * A.F.’ T. Farrer, H. Fraser, A. 
Gainswin, H. $. Joyce, L. Kitching, H. A. Lett, A. G. Lewis, 
tt, T. Owen, R. C. Payne, 
Watson, A. H. Wood. 9s—P Steer, 


J. Logue, J. P. McLenachan, A. A. Mop; 
H. P. Ramage, J. Rennie, A. Robertson, 
W. FP. Wakely, Mrs M. A. 
G. Vv. Jones. 


7s 6d- A. Davison, W. C. Halliday, E. G. Harwood, J. Weston. 
7s- E. E. Swale, Miss W. M. Taylor. 


6s—Mrs G. E. 


ild, I. Williams, Mrs 


Morris. Ss 6d—J. H. Sowden. $s— Ange, Be 

F. A. uley, C. H. Bartlett, Clair Benvon 

Bennett, H. L. Blachford, B. B. Be ei Bridge, C 

J. V. Dadswell, R. Deans, W. Diment, er Dietrich, G. war 

E. Hansworth, N. M. Hawker, F. ALA, Cc, H. Lewis, Miss J. 

R.C. McCloy, J, P A. Moyse, Mrs M. Richards. 
. L. Sharratt, D. R. Shaw, P. R. Wicks, Miss N. B. Witt. 


4s 6d—J. O. Hall. 4s—-V. H. Hawkes, R. McMillan, P. S. Nielson, A 
Oglesby, Miss V. H. Stanley. 3s—R. Arthur. 2s 6d—Mrs P. 
J. Baxter, E. F. Clark, J. F. Hampson, A. C. Harris, A. °°. Hooper, 
J. Newton, R. Yates. 2s-——T. A. Goodfellow, D. B. Gregor, T. S. 
Jones. 1s 6d—-H. Martin. Is—J. K. Rickard, R. H. T. Sherman. 


Total £466 5s 
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Replies to Box ay 2 should be addressed *. * Rationalist Review’, 
40 Drury Lane, London, WC2 


LECTURES 


SOUTH PLACE ETHIC AL Hail, Red Lion Sq, 
WCI. Sundays at It am after lectures. 
Apr 3—Dr W. E. Swinton, nD Darwin- Scientist ne 
Poet.. Apr 10—Easter. Closed. Apr 17-—Prof T. H. Pear, 

‘ The Importance of the Individual.’ Apr 24—Archibald ethene: 
MA: ‘The Struggle for Survival.” 


MANCHESTER HUMANIST FELLOWSHIP. Library, Cross 
Street Chapel, Manchester. Saturdays at 3} pm. Apr 9—Annual 
General re Apr 30 and May |.—-Week-end School at Lyme 
Hall, Disley r Richard Clements, OBE, JP. * The Welfare State: 
Preteens and Opportunities.” * Humanism in the Social Action of 
Jur Time.’ 
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A CHURCH with a place for Reason. Information about Unitari- 
anism. Please send stamp. L. G., Secretary, Postal Mission, 14 Gordon 
Square, WCI 
WANTED--W. H. Mallock’s trans! ges from L 
de Rerum Natura, either the first or conend ‘ eee State price and 
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superstition. 
SPECIAL ENROLMENT OFFER ‘A’ 


*A’) will receive : 
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the Association and undertake to 
abide by the Rules and Regulations 
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